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Aaron Null 
 
My name is Aaron Null, and I am interested returning for another two years as an Ocean Beach Town Council 
board member. As a nearly 15 year OB resident, I have deep roots in this community. I am proud to have an 
art store featuring 250 local artists and graphic design business on Voltaire Street where I am working to 
establish an arts district that will diversify the OB business scene. I am also the founder of Street Stewards – a 
non-profit that has nearly 1000 neighborhood volunteers around San Diego who  have adopted their block and 
work to keep trash out of our ocean and build community respect and dignity one block at a time.  
 
In my first two years on the town council I was fortunate to work with a stellar group of committed and 
vibrant OBecians who has inspired ideas an energy they put into supporting this unique town. We took bold 
steps to re-organize the OBTC and its committee structure to be more public-facing, allow for more  
immediate and reactionary impact to the local membership, and reach for a much more inclusive structure. I 
have been involved heavily in the marketing and communications side of the OBTC in an effort to make our 
efforts more known to the community with the long term goal of making the community feel like getting  
involved with the OBTC is worthwhile and an interesting commitment to take. In being involved with both the 
Improvement and Advocacy committees I’ve tried to push a new energy forward that respects the unique 
spirit of this community and also works to encourage more volunteerism, empowerment, and de-  
mystification of the government red tape wall that so many people encounter when their ideas and passion 
meet civic work reality.  
 
I am inspired to work for another two years as an OBTC member. I have a lot of work to do with so many 
goals. We are already at work revamping the OBTC website and presence in the community. I am hoping to 
create much more visibility for our calendar and activities along with the OBMA’s calendar and other  local 
good work’s events with a united calendar that is visible on  Newport on flat screen displays every casual 
pedestrian can see. I am excited to work within the Advocacy committee to empower disenfranchised groups 
like busy families who might be too  caught up in dinner time to get to our public meetings but probably have 
a lot to see about the state of this town. The elderly who may not have the technology savvy or mobility to get 
to our meetings. The younger members of our community who might simply be disconnected from the way 
we are putting ourselves out there. I am also excited to continue my work as a member of the SDPD Western 
Division Captain’s Advisory Board which features various community leaders from this area who dialogue 
directly with the Captain. I put huge value on this kind of direct and informal communication where I can 
advocate in a timely and prescient manner for the community and work below the larger long term cogs of 
complicated city council lawmaking to just get things done.  
 
I’m asking for your vote again to continue my passionate work in  this community. At the same time I’m 
renewing own passion for this role, I’m always searching for the right and most inclusive way to live this role, 
and I am incredibly humbled to do this work for Ocean Beach – a place that means the world to me.  

 
  



 
 

Corey Bruins 
Slogan: Empowering the people of OB, for the good of OB 

January 2023  
 
Dear Ocean Beach Town Council Members,  
 
It is a privilege to have served the Ocean Beach community over the past six years as a member of the Town 
Council. It would be an honor to continue this service for another term as a Director.  
 
Over the past two years, our board, with the support of this community, has accomplished so much. Our 
renewed committee structure has opened up leadership opportunities to community members in areas such 
as Advocacy, Improvement, Engagement, and Events. We have successfully advocated for the Street Vendor 
Ordinance, which has passed all legislative hurdles and is now on its way to being enforced. We have 
improved and beautified our community through cleanups, improvement projects, and more. Our community 
engagement efforts through events such as movie nights, meetups, and happy hours, have resulted in 
increased participation and volunteerism. We have also taken our public meetings into a hybrid format, which 
has led to increased engagement from community members, community leaders, and elected officials. I am 
looking forward to leading the Town Council in focusing and deepening our scope, creating opportunities for 
more community members to take the lead on initiatives in OB, and ultimately making an even bigger positive 
impact on our neighborhood.  
 
Personally, I have continued to co-produce the yearly holiday parade and expanded our sponsorship program 
to offset rising costs of production. I am also proud to have been appointed by the Mayor's office to the Pier 
Task Force which is charged with receiving feedback from stakeholders of the pier across the community and 
helping develop a vision for its future. I have continued to develop strong relationships with partner 
organizations in the community including the OBMA and Planning Board as well as relationships with our 
elected officials, particularly at the State, County, and City level. I also participate in meetings of a Coalition of 
Coastal community leaders spanning the coast from La Jolla to OB, advocating for the common good across 
our Beach Communities. I’m well-equipped to continue serving and leading the Ocean Beach community 
effectively in the coming years and anticipate even more good to come from this organization in this next 
term.  
 
I am proud of the collective work of the Town Council over the past six years and am excited about what the 
future holds for Ocean Beach. Being a part of this dedicated, all-volunteer team is truly a privilege and I would 
be grateful for the opportunity to continue serving the community in this capacity.  
 
As Margaret Mead, an American cultural anthropologist, said, "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has." Ocean Beach is a true 
representation of this idea, and I am honored to be a part of it.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Corey Bruins  
 

 



 
 

Gary Gartner 

Slogan: Live, Love, Dream Big, and Advocate for Our Community’s Future. 
 
When I first arrived in Ocean Beach I knew this was home.   
 
Like many of you, I fell in love with our beautiful, funky, vibrant coastal community. Such friendly people, incredible local 
businesses, amazing Farmer’s Market, surfing, hiking, and being outdoors at the beach and gazing at our amazing ocean 
and sunsets. I feel blessed to have found my slice of heaven.  
 
In 2019, with many of your support, I was elected to the OB Town Council. I volunteer and serve as the Corresponding 
Secretary, served as the Local Government Advocacy Liaison, Co-Chair of the Annual Taste of Ocean Beach Restaurant 
Walk, and as a member of the Advocacy Committee with our hardworking chair Tracy Dezenzo. 
 
Our community is truly a jewel. As a new Town Council Member, working with our incredibly talented and giving 
volunteer board led by Corey Bruins, I have enjoyed playing an active role in preserving the character that makes Ocean 
Beach such a special place to live and work.  
 
I’ve been involved in neighborhood activism, helping organize community events, and working in local and state 
government to make positive change a reality.  
 
I’ve worked with people from Kamala Harris to Gavin Newsom to Todd Gloria to Lori Saldana to Donna Frye.  
  
I have established great relationships with leaders at the local, state, and national level through my work. I know how 
government works and how to get things done for our community. 
 
I’ve been excited to bring my experience, knowledge, positive energy, and ideas, working with my fellow Town Council 
Board, all amazing people who dedicate hundreds of hours of time in energizing and coordinating community volunteers 
that join us in making our community the best it can be. 
 
I work for a statewide elected official as the Chief Deputy to Sally Lieber, a progressive leader and the Vice Chair of the 
California State Board of Equalization. We advocate for taxpayers and homeowners and serve the public through fair, 
effective, and efficient property tax administration.  
 
I develop cooperative-working relationships with our constituents and representatives at all levels of government 
including local, county, state, legislative and executive branches.  
 
I have been a Senior Policy Advisor and Press Secretary for California Insurance Commissioner John Garamendi where I 
advocated and fought for consumers, renters, and homeowners by helping lead San Diego Cedar Fire Survivors response 
efforts to get fairer recovery assistance from insurers after the 2003 wildfires.  
 
We have an amazing quality of life in Ocean Beach but there are challenges we face: homelessness, short-term vacation 
rentals, designing and rebuilding the pier, petty crimes and bike thefts, beautification of the downtown and our 
neighborhoods, and protecting our beautiful natural resources that make Ocean Beach the gem and jewel of San Diego.  
 
I know how government works and how to get things done for our community. I pledge to continue to be a great Town 
Council teammate and an effective advocate for our community.  
 
I would be honored to continue helping deliver results for Ocean Beach.  

 

  



 
 

Jenny Brengelman 
 

As a proud mother of 2 and grandmother of 2 grown grandsons, family is one of my foremost values. While 
raising a family, throughout my life I’ve also served my community. With a master’s degree in Early Childhood 
Education and added Reading Specialist I taught for 25 years. From 2011 through spring of 2016 I gave 20 - 30 
hours a week tutoring at my grandsons’ school. I continue to use my skills volunteering currently for the San 
Diego Public Library READ, an adult literacy program. In April 2021 after 4 years of tutoring, continued 
throughout the pandemic, I was honored with a Community Impact Award.  
 
In 2016 I came to San Diego with a referral to a top U.S. medical specialist at UCSD, staying for 4 months with 
my brother at Lakeside. During that time I fell in love with Ocean Beach! I made the drive to OB almost every 
day. The salt air, sunshine and never getting overheated eased many chronic health issues. Returning in 2017, 
my husband, Alvin, helped set up an apartment in Mariners Cove. He kept the Alabama house and he retained 
his job, splitting his time between OB and work back home. Years later tragedy struck. My beloved husband, 
Alvin died in November, 2021. A shocking result of cancer we’d no idea he had.  
My life was torn … live my life here alone or move back to be with family in Alabama?  
My daughter in Alabama reminded me one brutally hot day last summer, how debilitating the scorching heat 
and humidity was to my health. I realized that living in OB is literally saving my life. I made the commitment to 
stay. With that decision to make OB my permanent home, came my need to be involved in the community. 
Volunteering for the library was no longer enough. I needed to be actively involved.  
 
I started attending the OBTC monthly meetings and the Monday night OB Brewery meetings. Volunteering 
with the OBTC at the Farmers Market, promoting the Pancake Breakfast, I knew I’d found a purpose. 
Volunteering with the OBTC became a priority. 
I joined the Ocean Beach Women’s club as an active member, volunteering with several of their events.  
Through OBTC and the OBWC I made friends, some of whom feel like family.  
 
My experience working with nonprofits is extensive. Volunteer and committee work has enriched my life. 
Responsibilities of holding office from Secretary to President in a diverse variety of community organizations 
have been immensely rewarding. I believe with my years of experience and dedication that I could be an asset 
to the board, “expressing the will of Ocean Beach residents and representing the welfare of the community.” 
 
- Friends of the Birmingham Zoo, Co-Founder 
- Alabama Zoological Association: Secretary, VP, President  
- Barrett Elementary PTA: Treasurer, Secretary 
- Birmingham Chapter of International Reading Association: Secretary, VP, President  
- Delta Kappa Gamma: VP, President 
- Hilltop Montessori PTO: Boxtops committee chair, Newsletter editor 
- MYO Scrollworks: Board member 

 
 
  



 
 

Mandy Havlik 

Mandy Havlik is currently an elected member of the Peninsula Community Planning Board (PCPB). She is a 
proud spouse of a Navy Combat Veteran and mother of two children who attend Ocean Beach Elementary 
School and Dana Middle School. She is a proud indigenous woman and is a registered member of the 
Timiskaming First Nation in Quebec, Canada. Most recently, she was a city council candidate for District 2.  

She is a community advocate and volunteer who has consistently shown up for the community in a variety of 
ways. She is an advocate for traffic safety and is always championing improving the safety of our community 
by requesting traffic safety mitigations for streets that have been identified as dangerous transit areas. She 
advocates for the environment with her work on the PCPB and as a founding member of 

Kate's Trees. She passionately advocates for trees to be planted throughout the City of San Diego. She loves to 
cook, sing, read books and spend time with friends and family in her free time.  

She has previously volunteered as the Ocean Beach Elementary Garden Coordinator for three years where she 
worked with parent volunteers and school staff to teach children about gardening and help them grow organic 
produce that is sampled by the school children in the classroom and in the school cafeteria.  

She is the Secretary of the PCPB, Chair of the PCPB Traffic and Transportation subcommittee, Chair of the 
PCPB Parks and Recreation subcommittee and the Co- Chair of the PCPB Environmental subcommittee. She is 
also a member of the Sunset Cliffs Natural Park Council, Point Loma Association, Ocean Beach Town Council 
Advocacy Subcommittee and Ocean Beach Woman's Club. She is also a member of the Point Loma Rotary Club 
and the La Playa Unit of Rady Children's Hospital Auxiliary. She is on the Treewatch Earthworks board that 
hosts EarthFair in Balboa Park. She is also a member of the CA Coalition to Abolish Child Marriage.  

She has been a member of the Ocean Beach Town Council for many years, and it would be such an incredible 
opportunity to serve on the Ocean Beach Town Council Board of Directors. She loves her community, and she 
is excited about the opportunity of working with the local community and to continue to make the Peninsula a 
wonderful place to live and raise children   



 
 

Nathan Freischlag 
Slogan: "I served my country, now its time to serve my community" 

 
Fellow at The Honor Foundation 

Special Operations Veteran 
Strengths: Connectedness | Relator | Adaptability | Arranger | Includer 

 
What is your “WHY” statement? Your WHY Statement is the most effective possible way in which you 

can articulate your WHY—your purpose... Not just to other people, but to yourself as well. 
I'm a father of four who considers himself a lifelong learner, educator, mentor, manager, leader, and 

coach. I’m a longtime homeowner and resident of Ocean Beach (2009), and a retired Navy Chief who would 
love your consideration and vote to serve as a seated member of the Ocean Beach Town Council. I recently 
retired from the U.S. Navy and consider this season of my life a “career transition,” which is why I'll be 
pursuing my graduate studies with a main goal of getting into a career in the non-profit workspace as well as 
becoming a small business owner one day. Apart from my professional goals, my current day job is that of a 
stay-at-home father of four; it is fast-paced and crazy, and even when considering all my military experience, 
it's the hardest job I have ever had; and the most rewarding! Later this year, all four of my kiddos will be 
attending OB Elementary School at the same time and I very much look forward to seeing my kids grow and 
mature through all the local schools in the area. 

My family and I have really enjoyed being long-time supporters of nearly every annual event that the 
OBTC has organized and sponsored. I would be honored to help these events continue to thrive and grow, and 
to help start new ones. I have also supported the OB community in lots of ways through our local church--from 
supporting business-owners, to providing lots of resources & improvements for OB Elementary staff & 
families, to hosting lots of free community-wide family-oriented events, and much more. I hope to continue to 
assist in expanding that relationship with all of the people we consider our family and friends here in our 
Ocean Beach community. 

I believe that leadership should be open and honest, that rules should be followed, that one should 
work hard to earn respect, that one should not be afraid to get their hands dirty, that one should set an 
example for others, that one should never stop learning, and that one should stand up for those who are 
defenseless. I'm confident that the OBTC board would benefit from my many years of experience in leadership 
and making decisions, as well as my 20 years of experience leading high-performing individuals and teams 
through collaborative teamwork. I believe I will bring a very welcome balance to the current board with my 
strengths and skills, and that I will accurately represent the beautiful and diverse people of Ocean Beach, 
especially our veteran community! 

It would be an honor and privilege to receive your vote and support, and I would give the OBTC my 
most professional effort to fulfill its duties and responsibilities towards the mission and goals of expressing the 
will and representing the welfare of the community of Ocean Beach. 
 
So, what’s my “WHY” statement? 
 

“To serve with unwavering faith, so others may create their legacy.” 
 
  



 
 

Shelly Parks 
Slogan: Shelly Parks for OB Town Council 

 
The unique, sleepy, surfing beach community of Ocean Beach has been my home for fifteen amazing years. I 
met my husband, the old-fashioned way, at Pac Shores thirteen years ago while celebrating my MSW 
graduation from SDSU. The OB community has taught me what it means to love where you live. Not a day 
goes by that I fail to appreciate having a walkable community that is bonded by local businesses, thrives on 
neighborly relationships and is an indisputable magnet for tourism. We have some of the best, top-rated 
restaurants in San Diego. When I go to a Padres game, it feels like “little OB” because so many food vendors 
are our local restaurants. Tourists flock to our beaches and our weekly farmers market brings this community 
together while also attracting people who live east of the 5. We have a vibe beyond compare with all we have 
to offer. My connection with this community was instant and genuine. 
 
Because of my love for OB, I became involved in OB Town Council in 2022. By fate, being in the right place at 
the right time, I ended up co-chairing OBTC’s Food & Toy Drive last November. Through the holiday magic of 
long-term OBTC mentors, community volunteers, local business support, philanthropic generosity, and OBTC 
alumni, we were able to support 70+ families and 40+ seniors with food and toys in December. I was inspired 
through my leadership experience in this event, interaction with board members, and the local impact we can 
make within the OB community. Due to this inspiration, I would like to nominate myself for election to serve 
on the OBTC Board of Directors 2023. I feel like this is a wonderful opportunity for me to serve my community 
using my leadership and interpersonal skills, sound administrative ability to remain organized and document 
procedures, strong work ethic and integrity. With 20 years’ experience in the nonprofit sector and the past 8.5 
years at the Jacobs & Cushman San Diego Food Bank, I am ready to serve my local community through this 
esteemed role. I kindly ask for your support in consideration for this upcoming Ocean Beach Town Council 
election. 
 
 
 



 
 

Stephanie Kane 

Slogan: If you LOVE OB, vote for ME! 
 

This January completes my fourth year as a board member on the OB Town Council, which has been a 
rewarding and valuable experience. I am running again to continue my contributions and impact to this 
amazing community that we all love and to expand the meaningful connections across the community 
members that I get to engage with as part of the Town Council. As an 18-year resident of OB, I am grateful to 
be part of the long-standing traditions and annual events that bring our community together. This last year I 
served as the Events Director, responsible for leading and coordinating the Town Council event committees. 
This role allowed me to work with so many dedicated community members who joined our event committees 
and served as leaders in planning and executing our one-of-a-kind OB events like the Pier Pancake Breakfast, 
Restaurant Walk, Holiday Auction, Parade, and Food and Toy Drive.  These events allow us to raise funds for 
our community, provide venues to make connections, share experiences, create memories, and build 
collective ingenuity in support of OB. Being part of the Town Council Board allows me to serve this community 
through passionate service. Passionate service is what drives me in my day to day at work and in my personal 
life. Please vote for me, so I can continue to bring my passion, energy, and experience to OB, a community 
that embraces generosity, respect, and helping one another. 
  



 
 

Tracy Dezenzo 
Slogan: An advocate for the Community 

 
I am seeking a 2023 reappointment to the Town Council Board of Directors. 

 

I have called OB my home for 25 years and I know first-hand what an amazing place it is. The spirit of this 

community is like no other in the world and even though we have been facing many challenges as of late, I 

never plan to live anywhere else.  

 

My community involvement résumé includes: 

• 2021 – Elected to the OB Town Council Board of Directors, Chair of the newly formed Advocacy 

Committee   

• 2019 – Appointed to the San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture representing San Diego Council 

District 2, and sits on the Commission’s Policy and Funding Committee 

• 2018 – Elected to the OB Planning Board, serving as Secretary for 4 years, Chair of the Transportation 

Committee for 3 years, and sitting on the Parks Committee for 2 years 

 

In addition to the above activities, I’m also studying American Sign Language (ASL) with an intent to use ASL to 

be an advocate and go-between for the Deaf community. 

 

In my role on the Town Council and in all other community engagements I will continue to advocate for the 

betterment of our community.  

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 
 
 


